THE 


American Hreedman. 


[Address, 76 John Street or P.O. Box 5,733.) 
NEW YORK, 


OCTOBER, 1866. 


The American Freedmans Union Commission, 
76 John Street, New York City. 


“The object of this Commission is the relief, education, and elevation of the Freedmen of the United 
States, and to aid and co-operate with the people of the South, without distinction of race or color, in the 
improvement of their condition upon the basis of industry, education, freedom, and Christian morality. No 
school or depot of supplies shall be maintained from the benefits of which any shall be excluded because o 
color.”—Art. II, CoNsTITUTION. 





President. 
Rev. Jos. P. Tuompson, D.D., N. Y., | J. Miter McK«», Cor. Sec., 
Wr11am Lioyp Garrison, Boston, by. Presidents. Geo. C. Warp, Esq., Treas., 
Cuar_es G. Hammonp, Chicago, | Francis G. SHaw, New York, Chairman Ex. Com, 


7% John St., N.Y. 
P. O. Box 5,733. 


Rey. Lyman Axpsort, Gen. 7. 








EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE. 


New England Branch JOHN PARKMAN, MARTIN BRIMMER, WENDELL P. GARRISON. 
New York Branch Francis GrorcE SHaw, Henry A. Dike, NaTHan Bisnop. 
Pennsylvania Branch Francis R. Cope, SAMUEL 8S. WHITE. 

Baltimore Branch Hues L. Bonp, F. Israet, Caas. W. Bonn. 

North-western Branch R. W. Patrerson, 8. B. Gooxrns, M. D. C. Crawrorp. 
Western Branch - H. M. Storrs, THomas KENNEDY, Levi CorFin. 

Cleveland Branch JosEPH PERKINS, H. B. Knient, H. B. SPELMAN. 

Michigan Branch Wiuu1amM Hoaearts, Suppry Cuasz, Davip Piums, 

Pacific Department - Not yet appointed. 


DISTRICT OFFICES—NORTH. 
New England - 8 Studio Building, Boston - - - - - - Rev. J. H. Cuarm, Secretary. 
New York - - 76 John Street, New York - - - - - - Rev. CRamMMonD KENNEDY, Secretary. 
Pennsylvania - 424 Walnut Street, Philadelphia - - - - Rosenrt R. Corson, Secretary. 
Maryland - - - 5and 7 Tyson’s Building, Baltimore - - Rev. F. Israzt, Secretary. 
Northwestern - 25 Lombard Block, Chicago - - - - - Rey. H. B. Houmss, Secretary. 
Western - - - Cincinnati - - --- = - Tuomas KENNEDY, Secretary. 
Northern Ohio - - Cleveland - ---+- - - - L. F. Mewuen, Secretary. 
Michigan - - - - Detroit ---+--+-+-:-s - Rev. 8S. Cuasgz, Secretary. 
Pacific - - - - - - 802 Montgomery St., San Francisco, Cal. - Rev. O. C, WHEELER, Gen. Agent, 
British North America Montreal- - - - - - - - - - - - - Rev. D.C. Haynes, Secretary. 











THE AMERICAN FREEDMAN. 
76 Joun Street, N. Y. Crry. 

Tuts journal is published as the central organ of the Freedmans Union Commission, for the benefit o1 
the Branches and the information of all who are interested in the work of education in the South. 

Copies will be furnished without charge to any Branch of the Commission for distribution in connection 
with their organs, or for such other use as may best subserve the interests of their work. Communications 
should be addressed to the General Secretary, Rev. Lyman ABzort, 76 John Street, New York City. 

The following persons have promised occasional contributions to its pages 

Maj.-Gen. Howarp, Washington. Rev. O. B. Froruimnenam, New York. 
Hon. Hvueu L. Bonn, Baltimore. Rev. E. H. Canrretp, D.D., Brooklyn. 
Witu1aM Lioyp Garrison, Boston. Rev. JouN Parkman, Boston. 

Prof. J. Haven, D.D., Chicago. Rev. Lzonarp Bacon, D.D., New Haven. 
Rev. R. J. Parvin, Philadelphia. 














98 THE AMERICAN FREEDMAN. 











~ 


Che American Freedman, 








For the present the N. Y. Branch will avail 
itself of our pages as its means of communicat- 
ing with the public. They are equally open to all 
the Branches for that purpose. Special reports 
from the New. England, Pennsylvania, Balti- 
more, Cleveland, and Michigan Branches, with 
book notices, correspondence, and editorial mat- 
ter, are crowded out of this number, a large por- 
tion of which we surrender to the publication 
of extracts from ‘Mr. Alvord’s report. The at- 
tention of our readers is called to the advertise- 
ments in this issue. A few will be hereafter 
inserted, the proceeds of which are appropriat- 
ted exclusively to the cause. 





— end 
Monthly Record of Executive Action. 


[Our object in this article is to afford, for the information 
of the Branches, a condensed statement of the most im- 
portant action of the Executive Officers during the pre- 
ceding month.] 


BALTIMORE MEETING. 


A MEETING of the Commission is called, to be 
held in Baltimore on the second Wednesday in 
October. Preparations are being made for a 
good meeting. A full attendance of delegates 
from all the Branches is earnestly requested. 
A president will be elected. Delegates are re- 
quested to send their names to Rev. F. Israel, 
5 and 7 Tyson’s Block, Baltimore, Md. A meeting 
of the Executive Committee will be held at that 
place at 94 o’clock A.M. 


CANADIAN AGENCY. 


Rev. D. C. Haynes has been appointed Finan- 
cial Secretary for Canada and the British Prov- 
inces. He has entered upon the duties of his 
office. A public meeting has been held in 
Montreal, and a committee of leading citi- 
zens has been organized to co-operate with 
the Commission. The excitement produced by 
the Fenian agitation and the recent bank fail- 
ures are obstacles to be overcome. In spite of 
them, however, our Canadian friends have 
already shown a strong interest in the work, 
and have given Mr. Haynes a warm welcome. 
We commend him and his cause to their most 
favorable consideration and their hearty sym- 


pathy. 
ENGLAND. 


Mr. Parvin has returned from England. A 
brief letter from him will be found in another 
column. He is expected to be present at the 
Baltimore meeting, and will then present a 
ufller report. : 





NORMAL SCHOOL AT RICHMOND. 


Measures have already been taken for the 
establishment of a normal school at Richmond. 

2,500 have been appropriated for the purpose 
by the Executive Committee, from foreign 
funds. The colored people have pledged $1,000 
more. The Bureau will render assistance in 
providing building materials. But more funds 
are imperatively needed, in order-to place this 
school on a good foundation and help the 
colored people in their attempts at self-educa- 
tion. For this purpose we need at once $1,500 
more. 

WEST FLORIDA. 

We are also applied to for assistance in the 
establishment of a similar school in Florida. 
The lack of funds to meet the great want 
pressing upon us alone prevents our immediate 
favorable response. 


THE WEST. 


In the West the resignations of Drs. Walden 
and Rust as secretaries have been accepted. The 
departmental system has been dissolved. Rev. 
Dr. Maxwell (late President of the Western 
Female Seminary of Cincinnati) has been ap- 
pointed financial secretary, and Thomas Ken. 
nedy field secretary, of the Western Branch, 
which now occupies the States of Ohio and 
Indiana, and is preparing for a vigorous fall 
and winter campaign. 

me 





INFORMATION WANTED.—George W. Dennis, 
a worthy and enterprising citizen of San Fran- 
cisco, wishes to obtain information of two bro- 
thers of his named Richard and Andrew, and 
a sister named Cecilia, all of whom when last 
heard from were slaves of Green K. Dennis, in 
Cowecha County, Georgia, a planter who for- 
merly owned George also. He is also anxious 
to hear from his sister Matilda, held by William 
R. Baker, of Houston, Texas, and from his sister 
Jane, who was purchased by a German on the 
Brazos river. 

Any one possessing information on this sub- 
ject will confer a favor by communicating the 
same to J. M. McKim, Cor. Sec. A. F. U. C. 

Friendly papers will please copy. 

a 
THE FREEDMEN AND THEIR SCHOOLS. 

ANNUAL REPORT OF THE BUREAU. 

WE have received from the Bureau of Refu- 
gees and Freedmen a report by J. W. Alvord 
Inspector of Schools and Finances of Freed- 
men for January and July, 1866. This report 
gives full and reliable information of the work 
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carried on among the freedmen, and especially 
of their present educational condition. It shows 
a total of 975 schools, 1,405 teachers, 90,778 pu- 
pils. This does not include all the schools, es- 
pecially night, private, and Sunday-schools. The 
following table gives the number of schools and 
teachers in the respective States, together with 
the average attendance and advancement of the 
pupils so far as reported : 
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* Studies reported in only five schools. 

Of these schools about one-third have been 
supported by this Commission and its branches ; 
more than half the teachers have been sustain- 
ed by them. 


DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, 


Of the 132 teachers in this District, 41 are 
sustained by this Commission ; about equally 
by the New England, New York, and Pennsyl- 
vania Branches. These schools are among the 
best in the South. “All the teachers seem to 
be earnest and hopeful.” “Public examina- 
tions, just closed, have been thorough in all the 
branches taught, and, as the examining com- 
mittee and gentlemen present have testified, 
give proof of excellent instruction and well- 
advanced scholarship.” 

“Eight or ten self-supporting schools, taught 
by colored teachers, numbering at least 500 
scholars, are also in operation here in this Dis- 
trict. Some of these appear remarkably well. 
There is an association of all the above teachers 
of these schools, with 100 members. In their 
monthly meetings reports are made, and ques- 
tions of mutual interest discussed, and in this 
way the general character of the schools is 
constantly improved.” 


MARYLAND. 

The work in this State is mainly carried on 
by the Baltimore Branch of this Commission. 
It now reports 34 schools, with over 3,000 pu- 
pils ; over one-half of them in the city of Balti- 
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more. The colored people aided the country 
schools last year by paying $2,000. The Ameri- 
can Missicnary Association have 5 schools in 
Maryland; the Society of Friends 1; besides 
which there are 7 schools in Baltimore under 
the management of the colored people, sup- 
ported by their own money, and taught by 


them. 
VIRGINIA. 


Of the 200 teachers in this State, 104 are sus- 
tained by this Commission. 


“ Aside from the colored schools, I found at 
Richmond a very good school for indigent white 
children, under the care of the Freedmans 
Union Commission, numbering 375 pupils, with 
5 teachers, and 50 adults in an evening school. 
In addition to this, the old provost-marshal 
building (General Winder’s former headquar- 
ters) is now being fitted up for 7 schools for 
poor white children, an industrial school, and a 
public reading-room. The lower and middle 
classes of the white population of the city fa- 
vor this movement. In Petersburg and Fred- 
ericksburg, each, the Commission has a similar 
school ; the former numbering 80, and the lat- 
ter 150 pupils. 

“The whole field of education in the State 
has been gradually enlarging, and schools are 
demanded in new localities. Some of the bet- 
ter class of white citizens favor the elevation of 
the negro, and a considerable number of earnest 
calls have been made by them for teachers and 
books. Only a portion of these, however, could 
be met, from lack of means in the hands of the 
benevolent associations; and the controlling 
classes of the State have neither the disposition 
nor the ability to undertake any part of this 
work, beyond a very little in Sunday-schools. 
It may be said that no practical sympathy or 
assistance from citizens is to be looked for at 
present in educating the freedmen, though the 
religious conventions of the State have passed 
resolutions acknowledging it to be their duty.” 


NORTH CAROLINA, 


Of the 135 teachers in this State, 80 are sus- 
tained by the Commission. There is upon the 
whole an encouraging increase in the schools, 
and an improvement in the state of public sen- 
timent toward them. On the late trial of Gen. 
Whittlesey, one of the most prominent citizens 
of Raleigh testified to his gratification at the 
progress which the colored children have made 
in their studies. 

“ An industrial school on Roanoke Island is 
in successful operation. In Raleigh and Wil- 
mington there are schools for poor white chil- 
dren, numbering in both places 250 attendants.” 

These schools are both sustained by the Com- 
mission and its auxiliaries. 


SOUTH CAROLINA. 


“The Superintendent’s Report from South 
Carolina is far more full and perfect than from 
any other State. 


On the ist of June there 
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were seventy-five (75) schools, with one hundred 
and forty-eight (148) teachers, and nine thou- 
sand and seventeen (9,017) pupils, all making 
regular returns. Besides this, there are in the 
State, on plantations, and taught in a private 
way, usually by some colored person, at least 
thirty-eight schools, with forty teachers and 
three thousand pupils, making in the aggregate 
over twelve thousand (12,000) who are now in 
a progress of thorough instruction. This is an 
increase of two thousand (2,000) within the last 
six months. 

“In the schools regularly reporting it is 
found that 6,256 are pure blacks, 3,049 are of 
mixed blood, and only eight hundred were free 
before the war. It may not be uninteresting to 
note that twenty-four purely white children are 
found in these schools. 

“ Of the 148 teachers, 90 are from the South ; 
fifty-eight (58) are native Southerners, fifty (50) 
of these being colored persons.” 


Of these teachers, 129 are supported by this 
Commission. 


“The whole cost of supporting the seventy- 
five schools regularly reported for the past year 
has been $72,000—paid mainly by Northern 
associations—being about eight dollars for each 
pupil. The average cost of teachers has been 
$40 per month. The expense of Northern 
teachers is greater than for Southern ; but, in 
view of the much larger results, it is found 
more economical to employ them. And yet to 
the latter encouragement should be given, and 
efforts made to furnish them with thorough 
qualifications. The better class of colored 
youth of both sexes are very desirous of be- 
coming teachers, and they are employed when 
sufficiently prepared.” 


GEORGIA. 


“During the last six months the schools in 
Georgia have more than doubled their number 
of pupils, and under a vigorous superinten- 
dence are in a very satisfactory condition. 
Thirteen schools have been opened in new 
places during the last quarter, and a complete 
system is now organized throughout the State. 
The expenses are paid mainly by charity, but 
the freedmen, with their own labor and money, 
are making very commendable efforts in the 
education of themselves and children. 

“ Progress in study has almost universally 
been good, and it is estimated that not less than 
8,000 pupils are now readers who six months 
ago scarcely knew the alphabet, while the in- 
fluence brought to bear upon the moral im- 
provement of both children and parents is be- 
yond human calculation.” 

ANY 
FLORIDA. 


“The schools for colored children in this 
State are becoming more thoroughly organized, 
and are improving. Besides those under the 
patronage of the educational associations, 
which are managed in their usual efficient way, 
there has been started a system of State schools. 
They are established under the law passed by 
the last legislature. This law provides for a 
superintendent with assistants, and fixed sal- 
aries; and it is made their duty to establish 














schools in all the counties of the State. 
Already twenty-five day-schools and sixty Sab- 
bath-schools have been commenced. It is de- 
signed to extend this system not only in the 
towns, but out upon all the larger plantations. 
The interest manifested by the governor, and 
by many of the planters, in these schools, gives 
promise that in time they will be widely ex- 
tended. The day-schools are mostly taught by 
colored men of some practical education and 
good morals, and the schools on the Sabbath 
by both black and white teachers. The number 
of the latter is increasing, and among the best 
families there are those willing to engage in 
the work.” 


Of the 51 teachers engaged in the schools in 
Florida, 29 are sustained by the New York 
Branch of this Commission. We have been 
recently appealed to by the State authorities 
for assistance in establishing a Normal School. 
Such schools are the great desideratum not 
only of that State but of the entire South. 
Five thousand dollars would enable us to aid in 
laying the foundation, in a normal school, of a 
good educational system in Florida. 


ALABAMA, 


The returns of education in this State show 
31 teachers employed, of whom 28 are sustained 
by the Commission. The principal schools are 
at Huntsville, Montgomery, Athens, Stevenson, 
and Mobile. They are mainly sustained by the 
Western branches. 


“The school at Mobile [supported by the N. 
W. Branch] bears a most rigid examination in 
all respects. It is well graded, its teachers thor- 
ough, and its discipline excellent. The progress 
made by the majority of the scholars is truly 
surprising. The school opened in May, 1865, 
and now there are classés in all the different 
Readers, from the Pictorial Primer to the Rhe- 
torical Fifth Reader. One class is now in frac- 
tions, of Robinson’s Arithmetic; one class in 
Intellectual Arithmetic, reciting in reduction; 
ether classes are well advanced in English 
grammar and geography. ‘The teachers pub- 
lish a monthly paper called ‘The Acorn.’ This 
school receives help from the North, but each 
pupil, if able, is required to pay a small tuition 
fee of from 25 cents to $1 25 per month—no 
child being excluded on account of poverty. 
The amount received from this tuition fee up 
to Jan. Ist, 1866, has been $1,875 18.” 


There is much ground for encouragement in 
the state of public sentiment in Alabama. This 
is largely due to the efforts of Assistant Com 
missioner Swayne and Gov. Parsons, who have 
cordially co-operated in the work of relief and 
education, and whose combined influence has 
done very much to change the public sentiment 
of that State. 


“A year ago the negro schools were a most 
cordially despised institution. Now, the leading 





white men are inaugurating measures for carry- 

















THE AMERICAN FREEDMAN. 101 





ing them on themselves. In the city of Mont- 
gomery, the son of a prominent citizen has a 
night.school of some 150 pupils, and he expects 
soon to open a day-school for colored children. 
In this work he has the co-operation of leading 
citizens. I have had, under my own care, two 
Sabbath-schools, comprising more than 500 
scholars, where six young members of the Bap- 
tist church (white) assist as teachers, and I am 
informed that the white ladies propose to aid 
in our Sabbath-schools as soon as Northern 
teachers withdraw. Although there is unques- 
tionably the alloy of prejudice and opposition 
to Northern ideas in this recently developed 
friendliness and zeal for the education of the 
negro, yet better motives have also their in- 
fluence, and are destined to prevail.” 


MISSISSIPPI. 


One-fourth of the teachers in this State are 
supported by the Commission. The opposition 
to educational movements under Northern aus- 
pices has been very considerable. This opposi- 
tion has been manifested in false accusations by 
newspapers against the character of the teachers 
employed, and in some instances has broken 
out in acts of open violence. But public senti- 
ment is improving, and prejudice is gradually 
but surely wearing away. 

LOUISIANA. 


“In this State a peculiar and very efficient 
system was inaugurated by Major-General 
Banks, in his General Order No. 38, March 22, 
1864. The order created a board of education 
for freedmen for the Department of the Gulf, 
with power to establish common schools, employ 
teachers, erect school-houses, regulate the course 
of studies, and have generally the same author- 
ity that supervisors and trustees have in the 
Northern States. The purpose of the order is 
stated to be ‘for the rudimental instruction of 
the freedmen of the Department, placing within 
their reach those elements of knowledge which 
give greater intelligence and value to labor.’ 
Almost immediately upon the above order a 
great system went into operation, and during 
the last two years there have been about one 
hundred and fifty schools for colored children 
established in this State, giving employment to 
two hundred and sixty-five teachers, and afford 
ing instruction to fourteen thousand children 
and five thousand adults, of which latter class 
more than one thousand were soldiers. There 
have been in New Orleans alone nineteen large 
schools, employing one hundred and four teach- 
ers, with an average attendance of five thousand 
seven hundred and twenty-four pupils ; and more 
than fifty thousand colored pupils, as reported 
by the local superintendent, have been taught 
to read in that city and immediate vicinity.” 


This system has since been abrogated. The 
school-tax levied under Gen. Banks’s order was 
suspended Nov. 7, 1865. This at once cut off 
the support of the schools. The consternation 
of the colored people was intense. Though 
paying their part of the ordinary public school 
tax, they petitioned Gen. Canby to levy an addi- 





tional tax upon them for their own schools. 
This plan met with violent opposition. The 
rich creoles were unwilling to pay a double tax. 
The freedmen’s organ, the New Orleans 7’ribune, 
objected to the principle of taxation without rep- 
resentation. Private schools of an inferior grade 
took the place of the public school system in- 
augurated by Gen. Banks. A system of taxa- 
tion upon the wages of laborers for plantation 
schools proved unsuccessful. And at the present 
writing, the State of Louisiana, which at one time 
possessed the best educational system for the 
freedmen in the South, contains no other pro- 
visions for the wants of the people than such as 
are afforded by irregular and mainly mediocre 
private schools, taught by colored people. 


ARKANSAS. 


“The report of the Superintendent of Educa- 
tion for Arkansas gives a very favorable account 
of the progress made in that State. There, as 
everywhere else, the freedmen labor under the 
disadvantage of poverty and the lack of proper 
buildings in which to hold schools. One of the 
largest schools in Helena, for instance, is kept 
in an old building without a floor previously, 
used as a mule stable. A few miles below the 
city, a school is kept in a hole in the ground, 
merely an excavation under the block-house. 
The reason assigned for having the school under 
instead of in the house was that Gen. Pillow 
was unwilling to have the timbers cut through 
for windows. This, however, seems to be an ex- 
ceptional case, as there is apparently a more 
friendly feeling than formerly on the part of 
the citizens generally towards schools for freed- 
men; or, there is less unfriendliness. The 
schools have continued without molestation 
during the quarter, the teachers have not been 
threatened or insulted, and no military has 
been called on for protection—facts which are 
worthy of note. 

“The Northern Aid Societies have been for- 
tunate in securing the confidence without excit- 
ing the prejudice of the late owners. To some 
extent a tuition fee has been received, but no 
scholars have been excluded who were unable 
to pay. This fee has never exceeded one dollar 
per month, while the expense of the Aid Com- 
missions is not less than two dollars per month 
per scholar.” 

KANSAS. 


“ Kansas, though still included in the Depart- 
ment with Arkansas and Missouri, does not make 
very definite reports. We learn from the As- 
sistant Commissioner that at the present time 
there are 15 schools, 24 teachers, and 1,500 
pupils. This makes an increase of 50 per cent. 
during the last six months. The same general 
prosperity and public interest in these schools 
is manifested as in the past, with enlarged 
success. They are to a good degree self sup- 
porting, but for some of them assistance has 
been received from the Freedmans Aid Com- 
mission.” 


KENTUCKY. 





“Most of the schools are taught by colored 
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The demand for schools and teachers is very | *°W/Y» Cawns over the pouth the day ot a 
great, and increasing. ‘Come over and help| and brighter civilization. 
us’ is the cry from plantation, t »wn, and city. 
“The schools at Memphis were temporarily | 


suspended by the bloody riot in May. Eight; THE ENGLISH FIELD.-REPORT OF 
school-houses were burned, school furniture and REV. ROBERT J. PARVIN. 


books were given to the flames, and one teacher | 

murdered. Iinmediate steps were taken to re-| oe EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF THE FREED- 
build the school-houses, and re-establish the aa = rg te 
schools. A first-class graded high school will| MANS Unron Commisston, NEw York: 
be opened at Memphis in September next.’” 





THE FUTURE. 





ee 





GENTLEMEN: Having accepted your invi- 
Of the 125 teachers in this State, 65 are/| tation to visit England as a representative of 
sustained by the Western and N. W. Branches | your Commission, and having received through 
of the Commission. | the Corresponding Secretary of your Commission 
distinct instructions as to your views of the 
work delegated io me, I sailed for England on 
The freedmen’s eagerness to learn is attested | the 18th of April last, and immediately upon 
by all who are familiar with them. Theschool-| my arrival there engaged in the duties of my 
houses, however rough and uncomfortable, are | mission. After three months of services in Eng- 
crowded to overflowing. The threat of exclusion | land devoted to the interests of our American 
from the school for a single day is the severest | freed people, and to a setting forth of the char- 
to which the teacher need ordinarily resort. acter, the work, and the wants of your Commis- 
Notwithstanding the lack of an efficient school | sion, I took a trip, of less than a month’s dura- 
system and the absence of domestic government, | tion, on the Continent, and then, after a fare- 
the attendance of the freedmen’s children upon | well meeting in London, returned to this 


THE FREEDMEN’S DESIRE FOR EDUCATION. 


« 
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“ goodly land” in the steamer (Scotia) leaving 
Liverpool on the 25th of August. 

I avail myself now of the first opportunity 
afforded me in which to write to you, in the 
way of a brief report, of my work as your rep- 
resentative. 

I reached England on Sunday evening, April 
29th, and on Monday, 30th, reported in person 
to Mr. Jos. Simpson, at Eccles, near Manchester, 
and by letters to Mr. Arthur Albright, of Edg- 
baston, Birmingham. On the evening of May 
4th I was presented to the Executive Commit- 
tee of the “ National Freedmen’s Aid Union of 
Great Britain and Ireland,” at their rooms in 
London, and, after an address to them explana- 
tory of the mission entrusted to me and the 
Commission entrusting it, I was very cordially 
welcomed by the Executive Committee, and my 
services were solicited for work in co-operation 
with their national organization. Indeed, the 
ground was assumed by the Committee at that 
meeting that I had visited England at their re- 
quest, and to join with them in their efforts to 
extend among the people of Great Britain clear- 
er and fuller information as to the condition 
and needs of our American freedmen. I re- 
ferred to the credentials and instructions fur- 
nished me by your Corresponding Secretary, 
Mr. McKim, and then agreed to the request of 
the Executive Committee of the N. F. A. Union, 
etc., to hold myself subject to their wishes and 
arrangements for work not inconsistent with 
my instructions submitted to them. 

I delivered altogether about thirty addresses 
in the interest of our American freedmen, and 
nearly all of the meetings addressed were con- 
vened under the auspices of the National F. A. 
Union. These meetings called me over the 
length and the breadth of England, and in 
every place visited I foun d a few warm-hearted 
friends of our cause, and larger numbers quite 
willing to hear what we had to say. For no- 
tices of a number of the meetings, as well as 
for copies of the resolution very cordially en- 
dorsing both your Commission and your repre- 
sentative, I must beg leave to refer you to The 
Freedmen’s Aid Reporter for May, June, July, 
and August, etc. 

I am not prepared to report very large pecu- 
niary resu!ts as flowing directly from the meet- 
ings thus held and the information extended ; 
but Iam well assured and very confident that 
your representation in England has been of im- 
portant service in strengthening the interests 
of your Commission in the confidence and affec- 
tion of its former friends there, whilst it has 
been the means of adding largely to the nwm- 





ber of its friends, and thus of preparing the way 
for a more extended and more favorable recep- 
tion of your appeals for aid in times of special 
need. Many questions were asked by the peo- 
ple respecting your work, and the enquiries were 
answered by me to the best of my ability. You 
are aware of certain “unexpected difficulties ” 
which presented themselves with the very 
commencement of my mission work: the 
great financial crisis in London, the effect of 
which were speedily felt throughout the king- 
dom—the Reform struggle and its consequences 
—then the war on the Continent—and soon af- 
terwards the appearance and ravages of the 
cholera. These trials filled men’s minds with 
fear, and averted attention from the interests 
and the claims of the needy in our land. The 
London Secretary, Rev. Thomas Phillips, or Mr. 
Albright, one of the Honorary Secretaries, will 
communicate with you, however, as to the 
financial features of the mission. 


It gives me pleasure to accept your invita- 
tion to be present at your next regular meeting, 
on the second Wednesday in October, to confer 
with you further as to the details of the work 
you gave me todo. I will only add here, that 
my reception and treatment in England were 
of the most pleasant character, and further, 
that my thanks are due to you and to your se- 
cretaries for the courtesy shown me, and the 
confidence placed in me whilst acting as your 
authorized representative. 

With a heartfelt interest in the good work of 
the Commission, 


I remain, gentlemen, respectfully yours, 
RoBERT J. PARVIN. 


It is but just at once to Mr. Parvin and to 
the Commission to say that he was not sent in 
any sense as a canvasser or to collect funds. 
This society has never thought it proper to as- 
sume the attitude of a beseecher for funds from 
our English friends. Mr. Parvin was simply 
commissioned, in response to urgent requests 
from England, to go abroad and co-operate with 
the friends of the freedmen in that country, by 
informing them of the freedmen’s condition 
and wants—a service which he has performed 
with equal honor to himself and fidelity to the 
cause. We take great pleasure in laying be- 
fore our readers as an evidence of the manner 
in which not only Mr. Parvin’s labors were ap- 
preciated in England, but also in which this 
Commission is regarded since the union has 
been consummated, the following letter re- 
ceived from our English friends and co-labor- 
ers : 
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To THE AMERICAN FREEDMANS UNION CoM- 
MISSION : 


HoNORED FELLOW CHRISTIAN PHILANTHRO- | 


rists: Immediately before the return of 
Robert J. Parvin, of Cheltenham, Philadelphia, 
from his visit to this country, a social meeting 
of members of the National Freedmen’s Aid 
Union of Great Britain and Ireland was speci- 
ally convened to bid him farewell on the com- 
pletion of his mission. 

As chairman of that meeting, I was commis- 
sioned to express to your body our cordial and 
grateful sense of the important service which 
you had rendered to us, and to the cause of 


the freedmen, in appointing this, our justly | 


valued friend and fellow-laborer, as your repre- 
sentative to this country. His knowledge of 
the whole subject, his skill and discretion in 
handling it, and the large and Christian spirit 
in which he has co-operated with British phil- 
anthropists of different sections of the church 
universal, have evinced the wisdom of your 
selection. 

May his visit and labors serve to encourage 
us to increased exertions in this work and labor 
of love. 

I can hardly conclude this communication 
without expressing the satisfaction with which 
our national Union has heard of the success of 
your Commission in binding together so large 
a portion of the Freedmen’s Aid Associ- 
ations in your land, and the sincere desire 
which we feel that the co-operation of the 
friends of the colored race on both sides of the 
Atlantic in one common Christian duty may, 
in addition to its immediate object, serve also to 
cement the harmony and brotherhood of the 
two great branches of the Anglo-Saxon family. 








square miles, comprising much of the fertile 
| wheat and cotton lands, while its population 
| was noted for its loyalty during the civil war. 

| The call for freedmen’s schools all through 
that section is now loud and urgent. 

While we have been enabled to supply the 
central portion of the State, this great district 
|of country has not met with attention, owing 
| to its great distance from and the difficulty of 
{communicating with Galveston, the Bureau’s 
| headquarters. 
| The Bureau has organized here but one 
| school, located at Marshall, with two teachers 
| and an attendance of 125 pupils. 
| This school has hitherto been sustained by 


| tuition fees, thereby excluding the poorest 
classes from the privilege of instruction. In 
|case your association has the funds and the 
| teachers wherewith to occupy this region, it is 
| recommended that the teachers of the Marshall 
| school be enrolled and sent by your body, and 
| that all the schools to be founded shall be free 
| schools. 

| To measurably supply the educational wants 
|of this section, some sixty schools are required. 
| Male instructors will, in most cases, succeed 


| “ 
| better than females. The most convenient 


| the teachers can be forwarded via the Mississippi 
; and Red rivers. It is earnestly hoped that your 
| engagements are such as to permit you to turn 
|a current of the great stream of philanthropy 
and beneficence towards this distant and needy 
State. 

Hoping for an early reply, I remain very truly 
} yours, 


E. W. WHEELOCK, 
Supt. Freedmen’s Schools, State 
of Texas. 


I remain yours, very respectfully, 
JouN HopGKIN. | AAT RTT 
LonDon, 1st of 9th month (Sept.), 1866. RECEIPTS 
The office of the National Freedmen’s Aid | OF THE 


Union is at No. 12 Bishopgate Without, Lon, 
don. 


{ 
| AMERICAN FREEDMANS UNION COMMISSION 
| From Jury 25 Te Octoser 5, 1866. 


SS Sept. 6. Rec'd from Mr. S. M. Canfield of 5 
| i ackakcde vind sadiennbhienes 5 00 
AN APPEAL. “ = Rec'd from A. E. Bartlett........... 2 00 
Tne following letter speaks for itself. We, “  ‘“ Rec'd from Mra. E. W. and Miss E. 
| A. Havens, Portsmouth, N. H.... 200 
| 


have forwarded it to our Western Branch, at 
Cincinnati, in whose field Texas properly be- 


longs, and we earnestly appeal to our Western | 


friends to give them the means to comply with 
the request of Mr. Wheelock. Truly the har- 
vest is plenty, but the laborers are few : 


GALVESTON, TEXAS, Sept. 12, 1866. 
Rev. LYMAN ABBOTT, Gen. Sec. A. F. U. Com. : 


Dear Str: By direction of Major-General J. | 
B. Zitler, A. C. for Texas, I have the honor to | 
inform you that the north-eastern portion of | 
this State, being all that part lying east of the | 
Trinity river and north of a line drawn from | 
the Trinity through Crockett to the Sabine | 
river, has been assigned to your organization, to | 
be by them supplied with free schools and | 
teachers for the freedmen. | 

This district contains about twenty thousand | 


n 


. Rec'd from National Freedmen’s Aid 
Union of Great Britain, £200..... 1,377 18 
* 15. Rec'd from John Stewart Eonton 


clo, and $5 in gold............ - 710 
| ‘* 2%. Rec'd from Methodist and Congre- 
gational Churches, Newbury, Vt.. 18 63 
|  * Rec'd from Mr. Parvin, balance over 
| after defraying his expenses to 
| Europe, returned...............+. 138 00 
“*  * Ree'd from O, C. Wheeler, General 
| Agent Pacific Coast, collected by 
Mts. sadcidnndiietdmereinhnescam 50 00 
Oct. 1. Rec'd from Mrs. V. A., St. Albans, 
_ SEER Le eee rer 5 00 
* 3. Rec'd from Birmingham and Mid- 
land Freedmen’s Aid Association, 
Serer 1,430 45 
* 4. Rec'd from D. C. Haynes, Canada, 
eT ear 370 63 
evtdtaubhbnttaninntessnniannieail $3,405 99 


GEORGE CABOT WARD, Treasurer. 
Oct. 5, 1866. 


. 


{centre for work will be at Marshall, whither | 


“~~ 
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Dew Work Branch, 


ORGANIZED FEBRUARY 22, 1862.—INCORPORATED MARcH 23, 1865. 





OFFICE, No. 76 JOHN STREET, NEW YORK. 


FRANCIS GEORGE SHAW, President. 


WM. C. BRYANT, Vice-President. JOSEPH B. COLLINS (40 Wall Street), Treasurer. 
JOHN JAY, a GEORGE C. WARD, Recording Secretary. 
Dr. E. PARMLY, “ Rev. CRAMMOND KENNEDY, Corresponding Sec’y. 


Executive Committee, 





; HENRY A. DIKE, Chairman, J. M. McKIM. 
» EDWARD F. DAVISON. Rey. LYMAN ABBOTT. 
CHARLES COLLINS. E. C. ESTES, Secretary. 


Finance Committee, 
GEORGE C. WARD, Chairman. E. M. KINGSLEY, N. P. HALLOWELL. 


Committee on Teachers and Publications, 


J. M. McKIM, Chairman. Rev. CRAMMOND KENNEDY. 
Rey. O. B. FROTHINGHAM. | NATHAN BISHOP, LL.D. 
Rev. JOHN McCLINTOCK, D.D. Rev. E. H. CANFIELD, D.D. 
GEORGE F. NOYES. | Rey. DANIEL WISE, D.D. 


~~ 
; 
* 


Legal Adviser. 
WILLIAM ALLEN BUTLER. 


Ladies’ Committee on Correspondence and Organization. 
Room No. 22 Brs.z Hoves. 
Miss ELLEN COLLINS, Chairman. | Mrs. CHAS. R. LOWELL, Jr. 
Mrs. S. WEIR ROOSEVELT. Miss SARAH M. HITCHCOCK. 
Mrs. JOSEPH SAMPSON. | Miss FANNY RUS-ELL. 
Mrs. GEO. J. CORNELL. Rey. CRAMMOND KENNEDY, Secretary. 


Authorized Agents of the New York Branch, 


We commend the following gentlemen, in their respective districts, to the confidence, hospitality, and 
co-operation of all who desire the real reconstruction of the South on “the basis of Industry, Education, 
Freedom, and Christian Morality”: 


Rev. WM. BRADLEY. Cou. P. B. BUCKINGHAM. Mr. J. G. LONGLEY. 
Rev. JOHN BRADSHAW. Rey. ERASTUS COLTON, Rev. A. D. MORTON. 
Rev. E. BRETT. Rey. W. R. LONG. Capt, H. G. H. TARR. 


TO THE AUXILIARY SOCIETIES. 


CoMMITTEE ON CORRESPONDENCE AND ORGANIZATION, 
Room 22 Bratz Hous, New York. 


One copy of ‘‘ Taz AMERICAN FREEDMAN”’ will be sent to each Auxiliary Society. If the members find 
that they can use more to advantage, they will please apply to the Associate Member for their County, or to 
this Committee. 

In order that a correct account may be kept of all the goods and moneys which are contributed by our 
Auxiliaries, their officers are reapectfully requested to attend to the following directions: Send a dated list of 
the contents of each package, box, or barrel to this Committee by mail, and enclose a duplicate with the goods, 
which should be marked ** BE. C. Estes, 76 John Street, New York.” Ali checks and drafts should be made pay- 
able to the order of Joseph B. Collins, Treasurer, and those from the Ausiliaries sent invariably to No. 22 Bible 
House. i 








106 THE AMERICAN FREEDMAN. 








MORE APPEALS FROM THE SOUTH. 


Tuat the freedmen are struggling to be 
self-supporting is proved by their efforts to 
establish schools. They cut the trees, hew the 
logs, and wedge them into a shape, which, rough 
and humble though it be, makes their hearts 
happier, and their‘eyes brighter ; but a shadow 
covers them when they see it unoccupied by 
the expected teacher and their eager children. 
While they are praying, hoping, and waiting, 
many of their professed friends in the North are 
making false excuses—fearing that “my policy” 
or something else will interfere with the work 
of education, which lags for WANT OF MONEY. 


DINWIDDIE Co., VA., Sept. 24, 1866. 


Some person, a few days ago, sent me your 
journal, “ Zhe American Freedman,” and feeling 
much interest in the cause, I take the liberty to 
address (by request) a few lines to you, for the 
purpose of obtaining some assistance in building 
a house to be used as achurch and school-house. 
Two colored men, William and Alexander Mum- 
ford, have given the land, and their society 
have been struggling all summer to erect the 
house, but have come to a stand-still. They 
have got it some four or five logs high, but can 
go no further. 1 think it is about thirty-two by 
forty feet. They have between seventy and 
eighty children, who attend the Sunday-school, 
under an arbor ; and I believe that, if they could 
have a comfortable house this winter, they 
would have a goodly day-school of children 
and an evening school for adults. They have 
a colored preacher, by the name of Branch, who 
will teach the children, and the adults at night ; 
I propose to aid in teaching the adults. The 
colored people feel the need of enlightenment, 
and the want of friendsand money. If you can 
help them soon, before cold weather sets in, you 
will be doing them, and us who have to live 
among them, a great good. 

Iam a native of New York, but have lived 
here fourteen years. I never owned slaves, 
having been brought up among Quakers. | 
have been an out-and-out Union man from the 
beginning. I have been imprisoned twice ; 
have suffered both in body and purse ; and have 
been shot at a number of times. I have had as 
much cause to hate this people as any man, but 
did not harm one when I had the power, and 
now they pretend to think a good deal of me. 

Iam getting old; but, being a well-wisher to 
all mankind, I speak my honest convictions 
without fear or favor. 

Davip G,. CARR. 


Winton, N. C., Sept. 12, 1866. 


Your most polite letter of the 18th ult. was 
received in due time, and I would have replied 
to it before now, but you said you would write 
to me again in a few days. I have waited 
to receive it, and have not, so I write to you 
again. I now return my humble thanks to 
you for your deep and abiding interest that 
you have for me and my people, and I believe 
you are sincerely earnest. You svid it 
would not be safe for a white teacher to come 
here before the first or middle of October- My 





dear sir, I would be under ten thousand obliga- 
tions to you, if you can and will send us one 
white teacher, the last of October or November. 
We want a white teacher for this place. Col- 
ored will do for the other places. Will you be 
so kind as to write me, and Jet me know what 
you can do forus. I have wrote for that young 
lady to go to Ahaskie. Please aid me in 
getting her. I know you can do me good, 
and I believe you will. The societies have 
done the State a great deal of good, but have 
not reached this county yet. 

I pray the benevolent societies North to aid 
us. We need all the information we can get. 
Our only dependence is the North. We are a 
poor, degraded, and ignorant people, turned off 
with nothing. The Government, I think, 
should give each one a home on the premises 
they left. Their labor enabled their former 
masters to purchase large farms and tracts of 
land, and they should have a home on the 
land. I hope some provision may be made for 
my people yet. Pray that some window of 
heaven may be opened yet in our behalf. 

Will you please write me immediately, and let 
me know what can be done for us at this place in 
the way of a white teacher, a pure Republican, 
a gentleman or lady? They can get good 
board in a nice family within half a mile of the 
school-house, and we have a good house for them 
all ready. I hope to hear from you shortly. 

Your humble and obedient servant, 


W. D. NEWSOME. 


Mr. Newsome has the grace of importunity, 
and we hope will have the success of that 
sometimes troublesome virtue. He believes in 
having more than one iron in the fire, for another 
of his letters reached us from North Carolina 
via a country town in this State. Who says 
the colored people will never be self-supporting ? 
They made their masters rich and proud and 
indolent. Now both must help themselves ; and 
here’s a specimen who not only takes care of 
“Number One,” but is also working for the 
good of other numbers: 


DARLINGTON, S. C., Sept. 21, 1866. 


It gives me pleasure to acknowledge the 
reception, this day, of thirteen boxes and seven 
barrels of clothing, forwarded to me by you, 
through the Quartermaster’s Department, all in 
good order. You may depend upon the judi- 
cious distribution of the same, for I shall em- 
ploy the agency of the teachers in my depart- 
ment to co-operate with me to that end. 

Ican not but anticipate much suffering among 
the old and disowned freed men and women, as 
well as poor whites (if anything more destitute 
and miserable than the negroes), this coming 
winter. Your timely grant will enable me to 
alleviate some of the distress, however, and I 
will, in behalf of “the poor and needy,” return 
you my thanks for the means thus put at my 
hands, 

Without desiring to assume any of the pre- 
rogatives of Kk. Tomlinson, the Superintendent 
of Education of this State, knowing also the 
school necessities of my eight districts, may I 
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ask you if your Branch of the American 
Freedmans Union Commission will furnish me 
wih a few teachers? I am fearful that the 
New England Branch (through the repeated 
expressions of their poverty) will not be able 
to supply me with what I may need. 

I am at present wanting eight teachers, where 
schools of over sixty pupils each are awaiting 
them. I am very anxious concerning them, 
and the parents are begging me to send them 
the “school teacher.” 

In some of these places, they have already 
built school-houses, and houses for the teachers. 

Will you help us? What we do must be 
done quickly ; and never was there a field more 
extended than is spread out before us among 
the eager to learn in this once the farthest-re- 
move from civilization and humanity. 

May I hope to hear from your chairman of 
the Teachers’ Committee on this subject ? 

Iam truly yours, 
B. F. WHITTEMORE, 
' Assistant Superintendent of Education, §. C. 
ome 


THE HOME FIELD. 
CAYUGA COUNTY. 





Our friends in Auburn have no better oppor- 
tunity of showing a radicalism that goes to the 
root of evil to exterminate it, and of a conserv- 
atism that preserves and develops all the good 
which it finds, than in aiding the movement to 
obtain the support of four teachers—$2,000— 
for the next school year. This is a small sum 
from such a city for such a purpose. Let the 
ministers, editors, the humane and patriotic of 
all parties and denominations, unite in this at- 
tempt. No matter who is President, or what 
his policy may be, the millions of emancipated 
negroes must and shall be educated. This 
necessity is felt by the planters, for it appeals 
not only to their sectional pride but also to their 
interest. They see that the freedman works 
better when he knows that his children are at 
school. The temple, be it ever so humble, of 
which the schoolmarm is the goddess, is a 
source of inspiration and contentment which 
it pays to have on the plantation. He is trying 
to dodge a duty who refuses aid because our 
teachers are insecure. No political policy is in- 
terfering with our work in the South. We can 
have hundreds of thousands of pupils, teachers 
in abundance, and co-operation, or, at least, tol- 
erance, from the more civilized Southerners. 
MONEY ! MONEY! MONEY ! is ourcry, rather 
than SOLDIERSand BUREAUS. Withit wecan 
accomplish our designs, but without it they must 
fail. ‘This cannot be denied. Therefore face 
the facts, and if you have a heart to give, do it 
freely ; but if you have pretended a concern for 
the negro which you never felt in your pocket, 
be a man, and tell the truth. 

WEEDsportT, thanks to Chaplain Ives, Mr. 
Longley, and the good people of the place, 
appears in the roll of honor. Its representa- 
tive will soon be at work in Jacksonville, Florida. 
We are sowing the seeds of education, virtue, 
and prosperity in the very furrows which were 
turned up by the ploughshare of war, and which 
are yet wet with the blood of the fallen. Can- 
not good excite us? Is human slaughter an 


essential condition of national enthusiasm ? 
Cannot Christian women work as patiently and 
devotedly for the elevation of a race, and the 


purest glory of their country, as for the sick and 

wounded of an army? Principle is character, 

but impulse is a creature of circumstances. 
ESSEX COUNTY. 

Small, isolated, and mountainous, it yet has 
a village that contributes for our work more 
than a dollar to every inhabitant. The follow- 
ing resolutions speak for themselves. We com- 
mend them to the careful perusal of members 
of societies in wealthier places, which are dying 
of inaction amidst the strongest reasons for 
activity. 

“At a meeting of the Ladies’ Crown Point 
Freedman’s Union Society, auxiliary to the 
New York Branch Freedmans Union Commis- 
sion, held July 23, 1866, for the purpose of 
expressing their sympathy and desire of co-op- 
eration with its most benevolent and Chris- 
tian work, the following resolutions were 
adopted : 

“1. Resolved, That we hail with grateful ac- 
knowledgments to God every enterprise and 
effort tending to elevate and Christianize that 
portion of our people so long held in cruel 
bondage, and robbed of all that life holds dear, 
and that we heartily recognize in the American 
Freedmans Union Commission such a benefi- 
cent and Christian work. 

“2. Resolved, Therefore, that this society do 
heartily nominate Miss Zelma Renne, of Crown 
Point, N. Y., as their representative in the 
noble work of instruction and effort among the 
colored people of the Southern States, in which 
the said Commission is engaged. 

“3. Resolved, That we, the members of this 
society, do hereby express our sympathy with 
Miss Renne in the truly noble mission which 
she is about to undertake, and pledge to her our 
hearty co-operation ; that we will follow her 
with our kindest efforts and contributions to 
sustain her in the field of her labors, praying 
the Great Author of all good that her efforts as 
a teacher to benefit and elevate that wronged 
and much neglected people may be attended 
with abundant success, that finally we, with 
her, may rejoice in the Providence that has 
called us to this work, and may know assuredly 
that we have not labored in vain. 

“Mrs. 8. E. BoGug, President. 

“Mrs, LAURA HAMMOND, Secretary.” 

A NEW AGENT. 

Rev. John Bradshaw, late the beloved pastor 
of the First Congregational church at Crown 
Point, and once Principal of the Ogdensburgh 
Academy, has given up his charge, and entered 
our service. After visiting some of our schools 
in the South, he will make a thorough canvass 
of Franklin, Lewis, Clinton, Hamilton, and 
Hssex counties. As Mr. Bradshaw is an ear- 


| nest man, an effective speaker, and an agreeable 


companion, we expect much from his effurts, 
and bespeak him a cordial welcome from the 
friends of our cause in his field. 


A NOBLE CITY. 


When we told a gentleman that we had re- 
ceived a pledge from PoRTLAND to sustain its 
twelve teachers under our auspices in the 
South till October 1, 1867, he exclaimed, while 
his eye kindled, and he nodded emphatically, 
“ Well, I know a good many places that might 
be burned to advantage, if Portland after the 





fire is a sample.” 














THE FACTS OF THE CASE. 


WE have found proofs of as wide a misappre- 
hension of the principles on which our work is 
conducted as the circulation of The Independ- 
ent which contained Rev. O. B. Frothingham’s 
article on “Education and Religion.” It has 
been inferred, and in too many cases gladly as- | 
serted, that, because teaching in Sunday-schools, | 
and taking part in religious meetings, were not | 
mentioned by Mr. Frothingham among the du- 
ties enjoined upon its teachers by the Commis- 
sion, it therefore forbids them to do these 
things. Nothing could be further from the 
truth. Teachers are at liberty when out of 
school to do for the freed people just what is | 
prompted by their consciences and their love of 
Godand man. Inschool they teach just as they 
would in the North, and out of school they are 
under no restraints which would not bind them 
there. What would we think of a school com- 
mittee thag prohibited an employé from praying 
in a Baptist church, or exhorting among the 
Methodists? Why, that the Pope had a counter- 
part, that religious liberty was mocked, and, in 
milder terms, that the committee should mind 
itsown business. Although Mr. Frothingham’s 
article was not official, yet, in justice to him, we 
must ask that it be remembered that he was 
speaking of our employés as teachers in their 
official relations to the Commission, when he re- 
presented it as saying to them: “ You are not 
missionaries, nor preachers, nor exhorters ; you 
have nothing to do with churches, creeds, or 
sacraments ; you are not to inculcate doctrinal 
opinions, or take part in sectarian propagandism 
of any kind.” The same gentleman, however, 
distinctly affirms, that “ most of those accepted 
are members of evangelical churches, and have 
consecrated themselves openly to Christ ;’ and 
that “all of them are obliged to bring evidence 
of the results in character of Christian faith and 
experience.” But we leave the article to stand 
or fall on its own merits, as an individual ex- 
pression ; for its author is well able to speak for 
himself, and content ourselves with quoting a 
few sentences from official publications. In the 
Address on Education and Religion, which was 
prepared for the Commission by a special com- 
mittee, we find the following: 





“ The education of the South, especially of the 
freedmen, is a truly religious work ; none the 
less so because it is undenominational. Cousin 
rightly says: ‘ The less we desire our schools 
to be ecclesiastical, the more ought they to be 
Christian.’ Called to this work not only by the 
claims of country and of humanity but also by 
the voice of God, recognizing it as His work, en- 
tering uponitin humble trust on Him, aiming by 
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fitted to be not only citizens of the Republic but 
children of our Father in heaven, we desire the 
more that our schools may be truly Christian 
because they are unecclesiastical. For this pur- 
pose we aim to commission only teachers pos- 
sessing the spirit of true religion, by which we 
do not mean persons of any particular doctrinal 
views, but such as are attracted to the work, 
not by curiosity, or love of adventure, or its 
compensation, but by a genuine spirit of love 
for God and man ; for this purpose our schools 


| are opened with such general religious exercises 
| as our experience in the North proves it practi- 


cable for all Christians to unite in ; for this pur- 
pose in all the schools instruction is afforded in 


| the fundamental duties of the Christian reli- 


gion, as inculcated in the command, ‘ Thou shalt 
love the Lord thy God with all thy heart and 
soul and strength, and thy neighbor as thyself ;’ 
no less for this purpose do we jealously maintain 
their unsectarian character, not allowing the 
peculiar tenets of any particular denomination 
to be taught in the schools.” 


In their Instructions for the last school year, 
the New York and Pennsylvania Branches spoke 
in such explicit terms as these: 


“ All teachers, in addition to their regular 
work, are expected to interest themselves in the 
moral, religious, and social improvement of the 
families of their pupils, to visit them in their 
homes, to instruct the women and girls in sew- 
ing and domestic economy, to encourage and 
take part in religious meetings and Sunday- 
schools, but to avoid all peculiarly denomina- 
tional or sectarian controversy.” 

It is not for ouremployés that this article has 
been written, for they know that their liberty 
has never been violated, and that they have 
been encouraged, each according to conscience, 
to minister when out of school to the spiritual 
advancement of the colored people ; but it is for 
the public, who may be deceived by the misrep- 
resentations of those who should never forget 
that Christ’s work needs clean hands, and 
tongues that cannot lie. When it is remem- 
bered that last year the Commission sustained 
7u0 teachers, the most of whom were devoted, 
competent, and actuated by the Christian spirit, 
it may be believed that their voluntary efforts 
in the cabin, the humble prayer-meeting, and 
the Sunday-schooi did more for the freed peo- 
ple than all the missionary societies put toge- 
ther. We pay for teaching, but our teachers 
give what money could not buy—spontaneous 
services for Christ’s sake and His poor. 


niente 

THE receipts of September will appear in the 
next number, and also a list of the teachers for 
this school year, with the locality of their 
schools. Reduction of clerical help in our office 
and the incorporation of the journal of our 
Branch with that of the Central Commission, 
must excuse the delay. 

Tue townships of Haverstraw and Stony 
Point were entitled to equal credit with the 
others in Rockland County which were named 
in our last number. 
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“Valuable Books—Handsomely Made.” 





WIDDLETON, 


PUBLISHER, 


17 Mercer Street, New York. 





For Sale by Principal Booksellers throughout the Country: 


Hallam’s Works. The Complete Works of naga, 
Hatiam, LL. D., from the last London edition, re-; 
vised by the Author. The most accurate and elegant 
edition extant. 10 vols. Crown Svo. Comprising: 

MIDDLE AGES. 8 vols. $6.75. 

LITERATURE OF EUROPE. 4 vols. $9. 

CONSTITUTIONAL HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 8 
vols, $6.75. ! 

Or in uniform sets, complete, $22.50. 

‘May’s Constitutional History of England, 
from the Accession of George IIL to 1860. By 
Tnomas Erskine May, ©.B. 2 vols. Crown 8vo. 
$4.50. A continuation of Hallam’s great work— 
tracing the progress and development of the British 
Constitution during an entire century. 

Milman’s History of the Jews; from the Earli- 
est Period down to Modern Times. By Henny 
Hart Miman, Dean of St. Paul's, A new edition, 
thoroughly revised and extended. 8 vols, Crown 
Svo. $6.75. 

Btilman’s Latin Christianity. History of Latin 
Christianity, including that of the Popes, to the Pon- 
tiflcate of Nicholas V. 8 vols. Crown 8yo, $20, 

Milman’s History of Christianity; from the 
Birth of Christ to the Abolition of Paganism in the 
Roman Empire. Thoroughly revised and corrected, 
8 vols. Crown 8vo. (Nearly ready.) $6.75. 

Lamb. Essays of Elia. Elegant edition. 1 vol. 
Crown Svo, $2.25. 

Lamb. Eliana. The hitherto uncollected Writings 
of Charles Lamb. 1 vol. Crown 8vo, $2.25. 

Charles Lamb’s Complete Works. Corrected 
and revised, with Portrait. The most elegant edition 
published. 5 vols. $11.25. 


D’Israeli. Curiosities of Literature. Witha 
View of the Life of the Author, by his Son, 4 vols, 
Crown 8yo. $9. 


D’Israeli. Amenities of Literature. Sketches 
and Characters of English Literature. Edited by his 
Son, the Right Hon. B. D'Israeli. 2 vols. Crown 
8vo. $4.50. 

Burton. Anatomy of Melancholy. A choice 
edition, corrected and enriched by translations of the 
numerous classical extracts. By Democerrvs, Minor. 
8 vols._ Crown 8vo. $6.75, 


Sydney Smith’s Wit and Wisdom. Selections 
from his Writings, and Passages of his Letters and 
Table-Talk. With steel portrait, a Memoir, and 
Notes, by <. A. Duycxrvox. Crown 8yvo, $2.25, 


Stanley’s Sinai. Sinai and Palestine, in connection 
with their History. By Artaur Penryn STANLEY, 
D.D. With colored maps and plates, uniform with 
the “ Eastern” and “Jewish Church.” 8yo, $4 


Wilson’s Noctes Ambrosians. Edited, with 
Notes, by Dr. R. SHetton Mackenziz. A handsome 
Library Edition, with Portraits. 6 vols. Including 
Life of Prof. Wilson, by Mrs. Gordon. $13.50, 


Doctor Doran’s Works. Comprising: 

ANNALS OF THE STAGE. 2 vols, 

TABLE TRAITS, with Something on Them. 1 vol. 

HABITS AND MEN, with Remnants of Record touch- 
ing the Makers of Both. 1 vol. 

THE QUEENS OF ENGLAND OF THE HOUSE 
OF HANOVER (the Wives of the Four Georges). 
2 vols. 

KNIGHTS AND THEIR DAYS. 1 vol. 
MONARCHS RETIRED FROM BUSINESS. 2 vols 
Sets, cloth extra, $20.00. Vols. separately, $2.25. 

Dr. Doran, F. 8, A., Editor of the London Atheneum 
“isa charming ee oe fresh, genial, correct, satis 


factory, delightful. © world owes him a debt of ti 
tude." y. Evening Post. _ 


Edgar A. Poe’s Works. 4 vols. Crown 8y2 $9. 


Napier’s Peninsular War. The History >f tho 
War in the Peninsula by Major-Gen. Sir W. F. P 
Napier, from the Author's last revised edition. With 
55 maps and plans of battles, 5 Portraits on Steel, and 
a complete Index. 5vols. Svo, $15.00, 


Praed’s Poems. (Winthrop Mackworth Praed.) 
With Memoir by Rev. Derwent Cotrrmar, and 
Steel Portrait. 2vols. Crown 8vo. $4.50. 


The Ingoldsby Legends of Mirth and Mar- 
vel. By Tuos. Incoupssy, Esq. (the Rey. Richard 
Harris Barham), with a Memoir. From the 10th 
English edition, with 16 illustrations by Cruikshank 
and Leach. 2 vols. Crown 8vo, $4.50, 

Bon Gaultier’s Book of Ballads. By W. E. 
Aytoun and Tuzopore Martin, With Illustrations. 
Small 8vo, Cloth, $1.50. 

Lays of the Scottish Cavaliers. By Wiis 
E. Aytoun. lvol. Crown 8vo. $2.25, 

Barrington’s Sketches (Sir Jonah). 1 vol 
Large 12mo. Cloth, $2.25. 


Sheil’s Sketches of the Irish Bar. 2 vols 
12mo, $3. 





Life of John Philpot Curran. By his Son 
12mo. Cloth, $2.25. 
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THE 


AMERICAN EDUCATIONAL SERIES. 


No other series of School Books ever published have attained so wide a circnlation and received such un- 
qualified ay proval from the best teachers of the country for their style, arrangement, gradation, improved 
methods, and practical applications. 


THE UNION READERS. 


The Unron Primer, SPELLER, and READERs are not revisions ot any former series of SANDERs’, but are 
entirely new in matter and illustrations, and have been prepared with great care; no time, labor, or expense 
having been spared to make them equal, if not superior, to the very best series in use. 

Union PicTORIAL PRIMER, 48 pp. Union Reaper, Number Two, 208 pp. 

Union Primary SPELLER, 96 pp. Union Reaper, Number Three, 264 pp. 

Union SPELLER, 170 pp. Union Reaper, Number Four, 408 pp. 

Union Reaper, Number One, 96 pp. Union Reaper, Number Five, 600 pp. 

In OrTHOGRAPHY and OntHoeEpy the books of this series conform entirely to Webster's Newly Jllustrated 
and Revised Quarto Dictionary, recently published. 


ROBINSON'S COMPLETE MATHEMATICAL SERIES, 


Constituting the most complete, scientific, and practical course of Mathematics ever published. 


ProgressivE TABLE Book, ARITHMETICAL EXAMPLES, 

PROGRESSIVE PRIMARY ARITHMETIC, New ELEMENTARY ALGEBRA, 

PROGRESSIVE INTELLECTUAL ARITHMETIC, New UNIVERSITY ALGEBRA, 

tUDIMENTS OF WRITTEN ARITHMETIC, New GEOMETRY AND TRIGONOMETRY, 

PROGRESSIVE PRACTICAL ARITHMETIC, | New SURVEYING AND NAVIGATION, 

ProcresstvE HIGHER ARITHMETIC, New ANALYTICAL GEOMETRY AND Conic SECTIONS. 


t=” Keys to the Arithmetics, Algebras, Geometries, Surveying, and Calculus are published for the use o1 
teachers only. 


KERL’'S NEW SERIES OF GRAMMARS. 
For simplicity and clearness, for comprehensive research and minute analysis, for freshness, scientific 


method, and practical utility, this series of English Grammars is unrivalled by any other yet published. 


SPENCERIAN COPY-BOOKS. 
The New Standard Edition of the Spencerian Copy-Books, revised, improved, and newly engraved. In 

Four Distinct Series. 

SANDERS’ PRIMARY HAND CARDS. Six ina set; printed on both sides; mounted on strong pasteboard. 

SANDERS’ PRIMARY SCHOOL CHARTS. Four cards, printed on both sides ; mounted on pasteboard, 24 
by 23 inches. 

A B C CARDS AND ARITHMETICAL TABLE CARDS. The above form a most valuable addition to the 
facilities for teaching, and all engaged in the work of instructing elementary classes are invited to make a 
trial of the Carps and CuarrTs. 
g7" Teachers and School Officers are invited to correspond with us freely, and to send for our Descriptive 

CATALOGUE and CrrcuLaR, which will be promptly sent upon application. 


(2 Liberal terms given on books furnished for examination or introduction. 


Address the Publishers, 


IVISON, PHINNEY, BLAKEMAN & 00., 


48 and 50 Walker Street, New York. 
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THE 


EVISED NATIONAL READERS. 


Iw order to correct misapprehension and misrepresentation concerning the Revised Editions of 
Parker & Watson’s National Third, Fourth. and Fifth Readers, the Publishers take this method of 
advising the public that the books have not heen re-written. The great demand for this popular 
Seriea, and the consequent wear and tear upon the stereotype plates, which are almost constantly 
on the press, renders necessary 4 frequent renewal of the plates. When last this beeame advisable, 
the opportnnity was taken to make some slight improvements’ in matter and illnstration, The 
ranges are, however, of the most unimportant character ; and, by means of the indices .provided, 
the old and new editions may be readily used in the same class. Not until the NaTiIoNAL READERS 
become far less popular than they are, or show a less wonderful ratio of increase in circulation from 
year to year, will it be necessary to bolster up their decaying fortunes by the device of a “new 
series,” 

The old editions may still be obtained, on application to the publishers; but teachers will con- 
sult their own interest by adopting the new editions at once. 
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INT JE NAT BOOKS. 


Monteith’s Physical and Intermediate Geography. 10 Two Parts. Part 
I. Geography aes as & Science; written and illustrated on the Plan of Object Tenching. Vart IL 
Local and Civil Geography ; containing Maps remarkable for their clearness, an Luproved System of 
Map Exercises, and a Pronouncing Voeabuilary of Geographical Names, By dawns fowtervit, Author 
of a Series of School Geographies. Royal Qnarte. 91 pp. Price, $1.60, 


Jarvis’s Primary Physiology — for schools. By Evwarv danvis, Mop. (168 paces. 
18mo, 75 cents. 

Jarvis’s Physiology and Laws of Health —tor the use of Schools, Acalemies, 
and Colleges. By Epwarp Jarvis, M.D. 427 pages. 12mo, $1.25. 

Fowle’s False Orthography — in which the Orthography and Meaning of many thousand 


Words, most liable to be Mis-spelled ant] Mis-used. are impressed upon the Meinory by s regular Series 
of Written Exercises. By Wititau B. Fowir. 12m. 144 pages. 35 cents. 


Fowle’s Primary Reader : consisting of Original and Selecteil Lessons, intended to inter- 
est as well as to improve the younger class of learners, 160 pages. 18mo. 2 cents. 

Fowle’s Bible Reader : peing s new selection of —s Lessons from the Holy Seripturea, 
for the use of Schools and Families. 233 pages. 12m0, $1. 

Ledrw’a French Grammar. a comprehensive Grammar of the French Language; with 
Practical Exercises for Writing, and very complete and simple Rules for Pronouncing the Language. 
280 pages. 12mo. 

Ledru’s French Fables.  Fabdies in the French Language, for the use of beginners in the 
study. 120 pages. 12mo. Price 75 cents. 

Ledru’s French Reader. The French First Class Book ; being a new selection of Kealing 
Lessons. In Four Parta, viz.: 1. Anthentic Pieces in Prose. 2 Prose Gomedica of Molidre abridged. 
8. Choice Piecesin Verse. 4 ‘Abridged Dramas and Scenes in Verse. By Fxaxqow Laevev. 288 pages. 
12mo. Price $l. * 

10. Maurice-Poitevin’s Grammaire Francaise Elementaire. ° Cours The- 
orique et Pratique de Langue Frangaise. Adopté en France par Ja consell de I'Instruetion Publique. 
191 pages. 12mo. Cloth. Price $1. ® 


11. Ripley’s System i Map- Drawing. By E. L. Rreuay, Michigan State Normal School. 
Quarto. Flexible. Price § 

12. Fowle’s Principles ap Linear and Frerepective Drawing } forthe Train- 
ing of the Eye and Hand, Adapted for the use of Public and Private Schools. By Wittiam B,. Fowur 
94 pages. 12mo. 50 cents. 


13. Fowle’s Teachers’ Institute; or, Familiar Hints to Young Teachers. By 
Wiuaw B. Fowie. BWSpacesa. 12mo, $1.50. 


14. Jewell on School Government. A Practical Treatise, presenting s thorough diseussion 
of its Facts, Principles and their Applieations; with Critiques upon Current Theories of Punishment and 
Schemes of Administration, For the use of Normal Sehools, Practical Teachers, and Parents. By Faup- 
geiok S. Jawait, A.M., Professor of English Literature, New York State Normal School, Albany. 806 
pages. 19mo. $1.50. 


Ga” Sent post-paid on receipt of price, 


A. S. BARNES & €0., Educational Pablishers, 
111 & 113 ‘William Street. New York. 





NEW EDUCATIONAL QUARTERLY. 





SUBSOCRUEPCLOW FRB. 





Teachers and all interested in the progress of the cause of Education are urged to send their 
mames and those of their professional friends as subscribers to 


The Illustrated Educational Bulletin, 


Being a schoo! journal on a new and attractive plan. 


Tt will be sent for one year to any address 


res of charge. The publishers will thank County Superintendents and others, for lists of teaclers 


who would like to receive the paper. 
tity that may be desired.- Address 


They will also be glad to supply Institutes with any quan- 


A. S. BARNES & CO., Publishers, 


iii & 3 William Street, New York. 
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The National Series of Standard School Bocks includes, among upwards of 
Three Hundred Volumes of Standard: Educational Works?’ 


THE FOLLOWING : 


Parker & Watson. 
5 Nos. 
4 Nos. 
4 Nos. 


National Pictorial Primer. 
National Series of School Readers. 
Sherwood’s Writing Speller Series. 
Smith’s School Spellers and Defineors. 
Wright’s Analytical Orthography. 
Northend’s Dictation Exercises. 
Fowle’s False Orthography. 

Fowle’s Bible Reader. 

. Davies’ New Series of Arithmetics. 5 Nos. 
Davies’ New Series of Algebras. 3 Nos. 
Davies’ Higher Mathematics—a eomplete course. 
Monteith &£ MoNally’s School Geographies, 

5 Nos. 


CGlark’s Diagram System of English Gram- | 
| Ledru’s French Series. 


mar. 2 Nos. 
Beers’ System of Penmanship. 12 Nos. 
Self-Instructing Writing Books. 8 Nos. 
Willard’s American & Universal Histories. 
Berard’s History of, England. 
Monteith’s History of United States. 
Hanna’s Bible History. 
Boy@s Annotated British Poets. 5 Vols. 
Northend’s School Speakers, 3% Nos. 
Smith & Martin’s Book-keeping. 





Watts on the Mind, 

Boyd's Composition and Logic. 

Kames’ Elements of Criticiam. 

Day’s Art of Rhetoric. 

Ripley’s System of Map-Drawing. 
Norton & Porter's Pirst Book of Science. 
Peck’s Ganot’s Natural Philosophy. 
Porter’s School Chemistries. 2 Nos. 
Wood’s Botanical Texrt- Rooks. 2 Nos. 
Emmons Manual of Geology. 


| Chambers’ Blementa of Zoology). 
| Jarvie’ Text- Books in Aitatomy. 


Hamilton's Vegetableand Aniniat Physiology. 
Mansfield’s Potitical Manual. 


Poitevin’s Grammaire Fru htaise. 

Pujol & Van Norman’s Preneh Claaa- Book. 
Brooks’ Annotated Greek and Latin Terts. 
Dwight’s Heathen Mythology. 

Brooks’ Tracy’s & Carter's School Records. 
Marcy’s Eureka Alphabet Tublet, 
Schofield’s National School Tablets. 

Brooks’ School Manual of Devotion. 

The School-Boy’s Infantry Tactica. 


ALSO 


THeaE THACHER’s LIBRARY. 


Page’s Theory and Practice of Teaching. 
Northend’s Teacher's Assistant. 
Wells’ Graded Schools. 


| Holbrook’s Normal Methods of Teachiny. 


Stone's Teacher's Haoaminer. 


{ Bates’ Methods of Inatitutes. 
Jewell on School Government. | Reot on School Amusements. 


AND MAN YT OTHERS. 


Teachers and others interested in the selection of Text-Béoks, are invited to send to the pub- 
lishers for their Illustrated. Descriptive Catalogue where maly’ 66 Mohnd’ defailed descriptions of ab 


their issues. 


A. 8. BARNES & €0., Educational Publishers, New York. 
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SPECIALLY GOOD FOR FREEDMEN’S SCHOOLS. 


AIDS TO SCHOOL DISCIPLINE, 


BEAUTIFULLY ILLUMINATED. 


No one thing conduces more to the good discipline of a school and the advancement of its individual mem- 
bers than the keeping of a strict account of the daily deportment and scholarship of each pupil. Yet few 
teachers keep more than the required record of attendance. The reason is plain. The multiplicity of duties 
which throng upon them during the allotted six hours entirely precludes their making the proper entries until 
recess time or after the close of the school, The record, if kept at all, must then be made up from memory, 
and of necessity with questionable accuracy. Consequently the moral force of the record is lost. This evil is 
sometimes avoided and accuracy secured by making the entries immediately after each exercise. Buta teacher 
having, as is often the case, twenty or thirty different daily exercises, by devoting two or three minutes to 
making the record of each, must spend in this way at least one-sixth of the school day. This time can ill be 
spared from other duties. And the loss of time does not end with the day. Once a month or oftener the 
teacher must spend many weary hours adding up and averaging accounts and making reports to parents. 


By the use of the AIDS TO SCHOOL DISCIPLINE all this drudgery is avoided, much valuable time is 
saved, a wholesome stimulant is afforded to pupils; and parents, being informed each night how their children 


have passed the day, are led to take a more lively interest in the school. 


A further benefit is secured. Many school children are too young to appreciate fully the significance of a 
simple mark or figure. They require something tangible—something that they can take home and show to 
their parents and friends when they have done well, and which if they fail to obtain by negligence or miscon- 
duct, will bring upon them immediate exposure. This system is consequently more efficient than ordinary 


records, besides being more popular with parents and pupils as well as with teachers. 


The AIDS may be used in various ways. The following will suit the majority of schools: In the morning 
each pupil receives a Carp (five merits), to be forfeited during the day in case of misdemeanor or failure in 
recitation. When Five of these cards are obtained they are exchanged for a CuEcK (twenty-five merits), rep- 
resenting a perfect Scuoo. WEEK. Four CueEcks are in like manner exchanged for a CERTIFICATE OF MERIT, 
representing one hundred merits, or a perfect Montu. These Certificates bear the pupil’s name and are signed 
by the teacher. The number held at any time wi!! show the pupil’s standing in the school. Ifa prize is to be 
awarded at the close of the session, a year, there can be no difficulty or possibility of mistake in determining 
to whom it belongs. And the decision being made in public, each pupil exhibiting the Vertificates which he 
holds, no suspicion of favoritism can possibly arise. 


The AIDS are beautifully illuminated, being printed in the Natronat Cotors, and are beautiful in design. 
The Certificates in themselves are prizes which every child will admire and cherish, 


The Carps and CueEcks are printed on stout paper, and may be used manytimes. This makes the system 
very cheap. 


Each set contains 100 CerTIFIcaTEs, 150 Caecks, 250 Carns, and, in addition, 100 Srnetz Merits and Hair 


Menits, to be used when deemed advisable. Price, per set, $1 25. 


( Specimen of AmeRIcAN EDUCATIONAL MonTHLy and complete list of School Merchandige sent when 


applied for. 


J. W. SCHERMERHORN & CO., Publishers, 


48 and 50 Walker Street, New York 
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$100,000 deposited with the Superintendent of the Insurance Department of the State of New York 


for the security of Policy Holders. 
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EDWARD A. JONES, Presipent, 
WM. E. PRINCE, Vice-Presipent, 
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